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Course Description:

Throughout this school year, we will be honing listening and speaking skills, critically analyzing the literature of various American authors, and formulating argumentative writing based on sound evidence and analysis.  In writing, we will be concentrating particularly in the areas of thesis creation, voice, development, organization, language usage, and mechanics. You are encouraged to act independently because independence in thinking, writing, and speaking is the key to success.  

While studying Mark Twain’s writing, we will be taking a field trip to Elmira, NY to visit his summer home.
Course Content:
Non-Fiction Reading & Writing (consistent assignments & discussion throughout school year)
· The New York Times Upfront magazine: What’s happening in our world?

How are you affected by national and world occurrences?
· Regents parallel skills:  listening critically, reading for information, formulating sound evidence and analysis as support in writing
The Puritans:  The Crucible by Arthur Miller & “Half-Hanged Mary” by Margaret Atwood
A. Drama/poem: historical study

1. Why were some Puritans accused of being witches?

2. Were there unseen forces that created the environment for the Salem Witch Trials?

3. Has this atrocity occurred in other time periods or in other societies?
B.  Regents parallel skills: literary analysis, short constructed responses, critical analysis essay
Mark Twain Study

· Was he a “crazy one”?  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gE857DJWX2w
· Analysis of Twain’s writing
· Trip to Elmira College and Quarry Farm, Elmira, NY (Mark Twain’s summer home)
· Critical Essay of Twain’s Life and Writing
Media Analysis
· What intrigues you about some people when you listen to them speak?

A. What makes public speaking effective?


B.  Evaluation of various public speakers

C.  Regents parallel task:  Listening task

In Search of Ethics—speech writing & delivery
· An examination of personal ethics
· Extra credit competition in speech delivery (optional)
Mid-Term Exam



Parallel English Regents Exam:
· Multiple choice questions (objective), 1 short constructed response (subjective), and 1 critical analysis essay (subjective)

· Scoring Plan for Mid-Term Exam
· Objective—Score will count on the 2nd MP grade

· Subjective—Score will count on the 3rd MP grade

· Students will review teacher comments on their exam writings and revise their work to enhance their writing knowledge for the June 2011 Regents Exam.
Proposal 4 Change—argumentative writing (research)

A. You’ll choose a problem that you identify in your school or in your community to

 research and create both short term and long term solutions.
B. Math connections will be made through student creation of surveys and formulation of accurate statistics based on surveys.
C.  Research essays will follow MLA (Modern Language Association) format.

D. Presentation of research findings to real audiences using Digital Storytelling

· at least 12 slides/possible use of Distance Learning Lab for audience

E. Regents parallel skills: reading for information and understanding, thesis creation, 

argumentative writing with sound evidence and analysis.
The Roaring Twenties

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald

A.   Novel study:  What motivates people to act unethically?
A. Regents parallel task:  literary analysis, short constructed responses, critical analysis essay
   
Kate Chopin—Author Study

· “The Story of an Hour”—short story

· The Awakening—novel (find regionalism in story)

· “Shiloh”—modern version (optional)
· What connections do you see in these stories?

Review for Comprehensive Exam in English (June Regents exam)

· Optional texts:  Ethan Frome by Edith Wharton, The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Heminway (What forces have caused obstacles in your life?)
Late Work:  


Small assignments will be accepted late on the next class day only, for a deduction.  If it is a small assignment that was discussed in class, then it will not be accepted late.  
Large writing assignments will receive a 5 point deduction each day.  If you are sick, please e-mail me the assignment. 
Absences: Please see me before or after class to get your assignments.  Another effective way to get missed assignments is to e-mail me.  (kbenton@cscsd.org)
Supplies:  notebook, 1 or 2 folders, sticky notes (optional), highlighters (optional), and pens or pencils
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Grading Policy:
Essays





45% 

Reading Comprehension/Quizzes

25%

Independent Reading



15%

Participation/In-Class Work
           

  5%

Homework




10%
*Percentages may fluctuate based on curriculum.
Vocabulary Building

You will be studying and quizzed on words that are frequently found on the SAT exam.
Independent Reading


During each marking period, you will have a choice as to the outside book you read.  Throughout the marking period, you will be able to discuss the reading with others in the class.  The grading scale for the independent reading is below.  You will be expected to bring this book with you each day to class.




During any 10-week marking period:                 200 pages=50










300 pages=65










350 pages=70 










400-450 pages=75 

451-550 pages = 80










551-600 pages = 85










601-650 pages = 90

651-700 pages = 95









              750 and above = 100
Book Checks:

Sporadically during silent reading time, I will perform book checks.  When I do a book check, I am checking to make sure that you are reading and making progress in the book that is signed up on the classroom sheet.  You will receive full credit if you are reading the book that is signed up on the classroom book sheet. 

 If you forget your book on a book check day, you may receive a 65 for reading in another source, i.e. short story book, another book, etc.  If you don’t read at all during this time, you will receive a 0.  

· It is critical that the book you are reading is signed up on the sheet because I monitor your progress.  You cannot bring in a book for a conference if I have not heard you speak of it.  Lying about reading and finishing a book is unethical and will not be tolerated.
Notebook/Binder:

You will have the following sections in your notebook; please clearly label the sections with these headings.  You should always have your notebook in class.  
  1.)   Journal Responses—written responses to discussion and reading
  2.)   Vocabulary—words and definitions
  3.)   Grammar—grammatical rules and practices
· Throughout the year, you will be working toward mastery of specific grammatical skills.
4.)   Writing—brainstorming and drafting section
Student Outcomes:

*Students will be able to read and analyze literature for depth of content.

*Students will be able to listen to a reading and take accurate notes on critical
            information.

*After reading information (poems, essays, charts, articles, novels, and

dramas), students will be able to annotate, synthesize notes, create thesis statements, and plan outlines in order to write mature, well-organized essays.

*Students will successfully pass the regents exam.
English Regents Exam:

You will be required to pass the English Regents Exam with a grade of 65 or higher to receive a Regents diploma.  The exam is administered in one 3-hour session.  The exam is designed to assess student achievement in English according to New York State Standards.  These standards include listening, reading, writing, and critical thinking.  Passing this exam with a score of 65 or higher is necessary for a Regents diploma from all New York State high schools.
	English Regents Exam—3 hours in June 2012

	Part I:  Listening Passage/Questions
   *Listen to a reading 2 times

   *Take notes

   *Answer 8 multiple choice questions

 
	Part III:  Reading Passages/Short Constructed Responses
   *Read 2 pieces of literature with common theme
   *Answer 5 multiple choice questions

   *Write 1 paragraph that connects both passages under the same theme
   *Write 1 paragraph showing how 1 author uses a literary term to develop the passage

	Part II:  2 Reading Passages/Questions
   *Read 1 literary passage

   *Answer 6 multiple choice questions
   *Read 1 informational passage

   * Answer 6 multiple choice questions
   
	Part IV:  Critical Analysis Essay
   *Analyze critical lens (quote)

   *Choose 2 books that “fit” the  quote

   *Brainstorm outline
   *Write essay (use of literary elements

      is necessary in essay)


Tardy Policy

The first two tardies for each marking period are free, on the 3rd tardy, he/she will receive a deduction in the participation grade for the marking period.  If tardies are a chronic problem, detention will also be assigned.
cut and return the bottom portion—save the syllabus for your reference

Student Signature__________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature___________________________________________________
The easiest way to keep in touch with me is through e-mail:  kbenton@cscsd.org   

Also, visit my website at http://www.toolboxpro.org/classrooms/template.cfm?ID=4195
The signed syllabus is your first homework grade, which is due ______________________________.

 (revised 9/11)

English 11 Honors—Mrs. Benton








Guidelines:





*no credit for a previously read book 


*books must be at the high school level 


        (no C. Pike, R. L. Stine)


*bring the book with you to the conference


*check if your book starts on page 1—modify the # of 


pages if necessary on the chart


*Go to the library during studyhall or free time, not during class.


*Do not ask to use the bathroom or go to your locker during silent reading time.


*It is recommended that you keep a chart of characters and events from the book to use during your book conference.


*You will receive a 0 if you have read the book previously or not completed the book and pretend that you have.











