Common Vocabulary for the NYS Living Environment Exam – By Category
Scientific Method and General Terms
Experiment

Hypothesis

Independent Variable

Dependent Variable

Variable

Control

Constant


Data

Conclusion

Theory


Inference


Observation

Measurement

Scientific inquiry
Procedure


Relationship

Graph


Data Table

Process


Frequency

Investigation

Influence

Sample (size)


Factor

Synthesis

Substance

Identify


Convert

Life process

Regulation

Feedback mechanism

Pattern

Nutrition

Absorption

Cover slip


Characteristic
Technology

Bias


Diagram


Chart

Prediction

Graduated cylinder
Balance


Mass
Volume

Microscope

Specimen


Structure

Function

Peer review

Controlled experiment
Ecology

Energy pyramid
Producer

Consumer

(Dynamic) Equilibrium

Decomposer

Herbivore

Carnivore


Parasite

Host


Autotroph

Heterotroph


Population

Community

Ecosystem

Organism


Food web

Food chain

Scavenger

Niche



Abiotic

Biotic


Carrying capacity
Limiting Factor
(Ecological) Succession

Habitat

Biodiversity

Predator/prey


Life cycle

Energy


Environment

Recycle


Biosphere
Natural disaster
Interaction

Interrelationship

Cycling of materials
Carbon cycle

Water cycle

Nitrogen cycle


Ecosystem stability

Disturbance

Interdependency


Human Ecology
Biological Control
Resource

Renewable resource
Introduced/invasive species

Global warming
Acid Rain

Nonrenewable resource
Fossil Fuels

Deforestation

Pesticide

Greenhouse effect

Ozone layer

Pollution

Human activity
Alternative energy

Atmosphere
Endangered species
Environmental impact
Biological magnification
Finite resource
Trade-off

Pollutant

Biochemistry

Enzyme

(Biological) Catalyst
Substance


Protein

Carbohydrate

Starch


Simple sugar


Amino acid

Nucleic acid

Fat


pH



Organic

Inorganic

Compound

Receptor molecule

Molecule

Indicator

Atom


Building blocks

Minerals
Temperature

Temperature range
Chemical bond

Biochemical process

Substrate

Cells – Structure and Function
Organelle

Cell membrane
Chloroplast


Ribosome

Vacuole

Nucleus

Cell wall


Mitochondria

Cytoplasm

Cell


Active transport

Diffusion
Osmosis

ATP


Unicellular


Multicellular

Tissue


Organ


Organ system

Levels of Organization

Chemical signal
Cell specialization

Cell Energy
Carbon dioxide
Oxygen

Photosynthesis
(Cellular) Respiration

Guard cells

Dissolved

Chlorophyll


Glucose

Light Intensity

Chemical reaction
Autotrophic nutrition
Heterotrophic nutrition
Green plants

Reproduction
Asexual reproduction
Mitosis


Sexual reproduction

Meiosis

Cloning

Budding

Gamete


Sex cell

Body cell

Replication

Sperm



Egg

Fertilization

Ovary


Uterus



Oviduct

Placenta

Estrogen

Progesterone


Testosterone

Testis


Zygote


Differentiation


Embryo

Umbilical cord

Fetus


Offspring


Development

Menstruation

Ovulation

Cancer



Tumor
Cancerous cell

Genetically identical
Growth


Diploid
Haploid

Genetics
Chromosome

Gene


DNA



Genetic engineering

Biotechnology

Hereditary

Selective breeding

Gene manipulation

Mutation

(Genetic) Variation
Genetic information

Gene expression

Recombination 
Genetic code

Resistance


Antibiotic

Base sequence
RNA


Trait



Inherit

Protein synthesis
Genetics

Base (DNA)


Allele
Genetic material
Crossing over

Vector
Evolution

Evolution

Adaptation

Common ancestor

Natural selection

Dichotomous key
Extinction

Survival of the fittest

Competition

Kingdom

Genus


Species


Struggle for existence

Evolutionary pathway
Classification

Vertebrates


Diversity
Overproduction
Geological time
Behavior


Reproductive success

Fossil record

Human Body Systems

Digestion

Circulatory

Excretory


Immune

Muscular

Reproductive

Respiratory


Nervous 

Endocrine

Movement

Gas exchange


Antigen
Pathogen

Antibodies

Metabolism


Homeostasis

Transport

Vaccine

Vaccination


White blood cell

Red blood cell

Virus


Allergy



Allergic reaction

Microbe

Bacteria

Bacterial infection

Infectious disease

Transplanted organ
Gland


Nerve cell


Pancreas

Pituitary gland

AIDS


Engulf



Toxic

Placenta

Peristalsis



Making Connections Lab
Pulse


Pulse rate

Strenuous activity

Heart rate

Muscle cramps

Diffusion Through a Membrane Lab

Dialysis tubing

Distilled water

Glucose indicator

Starch indicator

Wet-mount slide
Salt solution

Model cell


Course adjustment

Fine adjustment

Beaks of Finches Lab

Coexist


Migration

Relationships and Biodiversity Lab

Codon


Gel electrophoresis
Restriction enzyme

Chromatography

Physical characteristics
