Ms. Adrian-Davies


English 11 Course Expectations 2015

English 11 is the final year for NYS English Regents prep.  All students must pass the NYS English Regents in order to receive credit for the course. Using a chronological study of American literature that parallels topics covered in Social Studies 11, students will develop an understanding of the importance of various periods of literature that characterize and reflect the American experience. They will read, interpret, analyze, and apply knowledge of the structures, themes, and elements of American fiction and nonfiction. 
June 2016 is the first school-side administration of the Common Core English Regents exam. Students in 11th grade this year will learn and practice skills necessary for success on the exam. 
All material covered during the course of the year will be aligned with the common core standards.

 Additionally, the course will continue to build upon the conventions and skills of vocabulary, reading, writing, speech, grammar and research. 

LHS COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Reading skills in literature are further refined. This course fosters literary analysis and criticism. Readings will include novels, plays, short stories, essays and poetry with emphasis upon advanced critical thinking skills. This course also highlights non-fiction at this grade level. Test taking is writing intensive in preparation for the Regents exam. Students learn test taking techniques for the SAT, ACT, and the Regents examination. Research techniques will be incorporated in conjunction with other content areas. 

MATERIALS
· Loose leaf paper 

· 3-ring binder
· Flash drive 

· Highlighter
GRADE 11 REQUIREMENTS 

· Short stories/poetry/nonfiction- Language of Literature text and additional teacher selected readings

· MLA research paper

· Great Gatsby

· Streetcar Named Desire

· The Crucible

GRADING POLICY 
I grade using a point system. The goal of the point system is to give a greater number of points to those assignments in which we invest more time and/or importance. Listed below are typical, although not absolute, point values. 

Tests: 25 pts.


Essays: 25-30 pts.    
Short writing pieces & quizzes: 10 -20 pts.
Homework: 5-15 pts.

Classwork: 5-10 pts.
Projects: 40-60 pts.


Other graded items may include: group work, class participation, etc.

EXTRA CREDIT:  Extra credit is generally not given.  Students are given opportunities to rewrite and improve upon their work for most major assignments.

 GRADE NOTIFICATION FOR PARENTS 
I provide students with detailed grade print outs at least once during the quarter in progress. Please feel free to email or to log on to the parent portal for the most complete grade updates. I also have a teacher site on the Liberty website. 

ABSENCES & MISSED ASSIGNMENTS 
In accordance with school policy, students with a LEGAL ABSENCE must make arrangements to make up work that requires seat time within five days.  Students who are in school but not in class for reasons such as a music lesson, student conferences, or field trips are still responsible for handing in work, which can be handed in early, e-mailed, or dropped off during the day.  Students absent from class for the above reasons are also expected to get any classwork and homework for the day. Homework is due on the assigned date unless legally excused as defined in the student handbook. In this course, homework assignments act not only as a reinforcement of our classwork, but also may be used in the next day’s lesson.  Assignments may or may not be accepted late and will be penalized accordingly. Ultimately, it is the student’s responsibility to find out what work was missed and to make it up, whether it is reading, notes, or an assignment.  I am available during the day (periods 3, 4, 6 or 9) afterschool, or via e-mail.

If a test or quiz is missed due to an excused absence, it will be made up during the next day or at a mutually convenient time.  Papers and other assignments are due the first day back. 

MISCELLANEOUS CLASSROOOM POLICIES 
(    Assignments must be turned in at the beginning of the class period on the date due.  Occasionally I will allow students to hand in work by 3:00 if we have not already gone over the assignment in class. I may also permit students to hand in work via e-mail with an 11:59 p.m. deadline, similar to what many college classes allow students to do.
(   Water Only! Food and drinks other than water are not permitted in class. (Exceptions made occasionally if guidance verifies a student does not have a lunch period.) 
( Please refrain from using your cell phone during class.  If you have it out, as per school policy, you will be asked to turn it over until the end of the day. This will also result in a referral.  In addition, as electronic equipment is against school policy, you also do not have permission to videotape or photograph other students or the teachers in the classroom.
( Materials should be brought to class daily. Unpreparedness will affect your class work and participation grades.  I often check for class materials without notice and give class participation points or zeros.

( Students are expected to monitor their bathroom needs in an adult manner. Go to the bathroom or get a drink before class. Please ask during independent work time instead of during discussion or instruction.

( If you have an appointment, bathroom emergency, or other acceptable reason to leave the room, you must present a filled-out tracker to be signed by a teacher. Additionally, you must sign the class log. Please do not ask me to complete a tracker while I’m teaching, taking attendance, etc. Have it filled in!

( Students are expected to be seated before the bell with an open notebook. If you are walking in after or while the bell rings, you are late. If I don’t say anything, it is because I don’t want to distract my class further.  You will be marked late. As per school policy, three lates results in a referral. Walking in late while talking and disrupting may result in a T1 or immediate referral. Enter quietly.

( Students are expected to be silent during all PA announcements, during classroom phone calls, and when messengers come to the classroom door.

( Disrespect or failure to do work while a substitute is in the room will not be tolerated.  Referrals or detentions may be assigned.

( Cutting a class will result in a zero for all work that day.

( Respect for Property: You have permission to use the pencil sharpeners, textbooks, and dictionaries. I keep a stock of loose leaf paper on my desk and you take only what you need for the period.  You may also freely use the 3-hole punch on the desk. All other items in this classroom are off limits unless you have been given specific permission. Many items in a teacher’s room are purchased with their own money and are personal property, just like many of the items you have in your lockers.  Similarly, treat other students’ property with equal respect.

( Heading Papers: At the top right of your margin, please write your first and last name, the class period, and the date. Papers without names will not be graded.
( If there is a problem of any kind, I am flexible. Please see me privately after class or after school. I always try to be reasonable when presented with a reasonable request. 

( Preferred parent contact is by email. The main office will not connect calls during class time, and I may be in and out of my room at other times.

These rules are in addition to expectations outlined in the student handbook, which takes precedence over all.  Please note that this is not a complete list and some items may change during the year according to individual class needs.

A NECESSARY NOTE ON PLAGIARISM 
Plagiarism is the use of another’s words or ideas and the representation of them as though they are entirely one’s own. Acts of plagiarism might include, but are not limited to:


· Using words or ideas from a published source without PROPER MLA documentation (intentionally or unintentionally).

· Using the work of another student (i.e. copying another student’s homework, writing, answers, project, or idea).

· Using EXCESSIVE EDITING suggestions.

Plagiarism on any project or paper will result in a zero for the assignment and possibly a referral. Unless given specific and individual permission by the teacher, group or partner work on any assignment is not acceptable. Students who willingly provide other students with access to their work are plagiarizing. 

LIBERTY HIGH SCHOOL ENGLISH DEPARTMENT EXPECTATIONS
· Regular class attendance and participation are a prerequisite for the successful completion of any course.  Cutting class is an illegal absence.  Students will receive a zero for any grades earned by the rest of the class for that day.  This will include daily oral participation grades.

· If a student is absent one to five days and misses a routine test/quiz/classwork grade, it is the student’s responsibility to obtain the missed work from the teacher. The students should make up the work as soon as possible. For a one-day absence, the student must make up the work within a day of returning. For a two-day absence, the student has two days, etc....  Failure to obtain and follow up on missed work within this time frame will result in a zero for that work.  Students will have no more than five days to make up an absence which requires seat time (unless other arrangements have been made with the teacher).

· If a student misses a normally scheduled class due to a music lesson, sport event, or any other school activity, he is to make up any grades and work.  It is the student’s responsibility to notify his English teacher in advance of the planned absence and arrange a mutually convenient time for the makeup work.  Failure to do so will result in a zero.  We encourage students to establish homework partners.  These partners would be another source to find out about missed work.

· As a department, we frown upon class interruptions.  Keep requests to leave the room to a minimum.

· Students should make individual arrangements to stay after school with their teacher.  Transportation is provided by the school on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

· Each student will come to class prepared with his/her own textbook, notebook, pen/pencils, paper, and written homework (if assigned). Failure to do so will affect your class participation grade.

· If a student refuses to cooperate with any substitute during the absence of the classroom teacher, he will receive a discipline referral.

· Students are responsible for all books that are the property of the school.    Students will not receive a replacement nor the next assigned text until obligations are met.

· Depending upon assignment type, there will be a five point per day penalty for late work for the first five days it is overdue.  After five days, work may not be accepted. Some assignments, especially those that are covered immediately in class, may not be accepted late. Teachers will notify students of late penalties for particular projects (such as research paper) if warranted.  This policy does not apply to SCCC college credit courses, which are dictated by the college.  Students in AP English will abide by the policy set by the teacher.

