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“Personal Interest” 

 Unlike standard 
biographies (which 
should be objective), 
this assignment 
encourages: 

 Your opinion 
 Your analysis 
 Include what the 

subject means to you 
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 Pop figures 
 Unsung authors 
 Cult figures 
 Family members (good 

interview 
opportunities) 

 You get the idea! 
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Suggestion: Stay away from the 
“big” biographies 
 The “big” guys usually 

require long 
biographies to do them 
justice 

 So instead of the 
Springsteens… 

 …why not pick the 
lesser lights (like Nils)? 
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Shape the Biography 

 Include personal 
quotes 

 Try to evaluate the 
good and the bad 

 Feel free to go a little 
“Gossip Girl” 

 Try not to write it like 
an encyclopedia article 
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My Sample: James Pankow 

 



My Sample: James Pankow 

 
 
 
 
 

 Trombonist with 
Chicago 



It’s Your Turn… 
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