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Frederick Henry 

• What’s he doing in the 
Italian army? 

• How do Rinaldi and the 
Priest serve as his 
mentors? 

• How does his near-
death incident change 
him? 

• How does his love for 
Catherine change him? 
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Catherine Barkley 

• What do we know 
about her romantic 
history? 

• How does that affect 
her relationship with 
Frederick? 

• Why is her death 
necessary to the 
theme? 

• Mentor to Frederick? 



Love and War 

 



Love and War 

• What’s the relationship 
of the war to the love 
affair between 
Frederick and 
Catherine? 



Love and War 

• What’s the relationship 
of the war to the love 
affair between 
Frederick and 
Catherine? 

• Is the ending tragic? 



Love and War 

• What’s the relationship 
of the war to the love 
affair between 
Frederick and 
Catherine? 

• Is the ending tragic? 
• What did Catherine 

teach Frederick? 
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Symbolism 

• Hemingway wrote the 
book while a practicing 
Catholic 

• How might the 
following be Catholic 
symbolism: 

• Frederick’s palms 
• Catherine as a statue 
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The Abruzzi 

• A “high place” (symbolic 
of…?) 

• At first, Frederick avoids 
such places…why? 

• Later, he and Catherine 
run to such a place 
(Switzerland); what’s 
the meaning beyond 
the words? 
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Themes 

• What might be some 
things we can learn 
from the book? 

• Is it relevant today? 



A right way, a wrong way, and a 
Hemingway 
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