Odessa Montour JR/SR High School

#_________

Course Outline and Classroom Expectations


[image: image1.wmf]Señora Kinnetz

mkinnetz@gstboces.org
607-594-3341
Room 151
2014-2015
Spanish 4
Course Description In Spanish 4, students will develop a deeper knowledge base of how Hispanic culture influences diversity in the United States.  They will explore many facets of Hispanic culture including Hispanic celebrations, places of influence, family values, and educational systems in the beginning of the year.  In the second half of the year, students will decide whether the United States is a ‘melting pot’ or ‘salad bowl,’ they will have enriched discussions about human rights, immigration and how ultimately the American culture is impacted by Hispanic presence in the United States.  These topics will serve as motivators for learning more advanced grammar and vocabulary in the Spanish language and the students will be putting it to use through the four communication skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing preparing students to advance to ACE Spanish with confidence in their abilities. 
Topics (order subject to change)

· Los estudios y la educación (education)
· La presencia hispana en estados unidos (Latin American influence in U.S.)
· Día de los Muertos (Day of the Dead)

· Familia y Celebración (Family and Celebration)
· Si pudiera… and Instantes poem (If I could…)

· Inmigración, estereotipos, prejuicios y derechos humanos (Immigration, stereotypes, prejudices and human rights)
· Tecnología (Technology)

· Cuento de hadas y legendas (Fairytales and legends)

· De viaje y al extranjero (Travel and Study Abroad)

Books and Materials Learning materials will be provided to supplement and enhance learning as needed.  All students will be required to maintain a binder in order to house handouts which will act as a textbook for the class.  In addition, authentic resources from books, videos, CDs, websites, newspapers, and other materials will be used to support the learning of the Spanish language and culture.
Materials Needed Students must have these materials and bring them to class EVERYDAY!
· 3 Ring Binder only for Spanish materials ONLY

· Pens and Pencils (Blue  or Black ink will only)

· Loose Leaf Paper for note taking and handing work in 
Attendance Class attendance is crucial to foreign language proficiency.  Attendance includes punctuality, attentiveness, cooperation and active participation (for which you will receive a grade).  The students must be in class on time.  The student is responsible for any work missed to do absences.  This work will be available in a folder designated for that class period located in the classroom upon the student’s return.  It is the student’s responsibility to check the folder and to see me if there are any questions or if there is not any work. The student must turn in missed work within 5 from when they arrived back from their absence.  If a student is out for an educational reason such as a field trip or band lesson, the work must be made up immediately and the student will be expected to be prepared for the events in the next class. 
Tests and Quizzes Tests and quizzes will be announced ahead of time.  Quizzes will be given throughout the unit.  Tests will assess the skills of reading, writing, and listening and speaking in Spanish.  There will also be a pre-assessent, midterm and final exam.
Speaking  Each marking period a student will complete a speaking “Pasaporte.” For this assignment the student must speak to me on a variety of occasions in Spanish.  Six “Pasaporte” assignments will be completed throughout the year and will count as a project grade.

Homework Expectations Homework will be assigned frequently to reinforce concepts taught and to prepare for future lessons.  Homework will be graded at times on effort of completion and other times on performance.  The homework will consist of, but not be limited to grammar exercises, cultural readings, and writing assignments.  Homework will not be accepted late after 3 days.  If turning in homework assignments late becomes habitual, consequences will be assigned to help correct the problem.

Classroom Expectations Odessa Montour CSD has certain policies in place that students are expected to abide by.  Students will be held to this standard in Spanish class.  In addition, during the first week of school, students will help to create additional expectations that they will have for themselves, their peers and me so that learning a foreign language can effectively take place.

Academic Integrity It is each student’s job to complete his or her own work.  Students who are caught cheating will EARN a zero for the assignment, test, project, quiz, etc.  A student found to have been cheating also will receive a detention as described in the Odessa Montour Jr. Sr. High school discipline policy.  Cheating is considered to be (but not limited to):

· Copying or giving answers on any homework assignments, tests, quizzes, etc.

· Talking during tests or quizzes

· Wandering eyes during a test or quiz

· Use of electronic devices during a test or quiz

· Plagiarism- stealing or using the ideas or writings of another and calling it your own work

· Having a more advanced Spanish student or teacher/tutor edit your work or use any type of language translator

Grading Practice 

· Tests and Quizzes- 30%

· Projects, Pasaportes and Culture 20%
· Essays and Stories/Writing Portfolio- 25%
· Homework/Classwork 15% 

· Warm-ups, Exit Slips and Participation- 10%

Extra Help I encourage every student to seek extra help from me as soon as a problem comes up.  Don’t wait until the last minute to seek extra help.  
Parent Information  If questions arise at any time throughout the year, please don’t hesitate to contact me through email or phone. I will try my best to effectively communicate with you and your child regarding your concerns.

I am looking forward to having an amazing year teaching Spanish!

Señora Molly Kinnetz

Spanish Teacher

Odessa Montour Jr./Sr. High School

PLEASE RETURN THIS SHEET TO SRA. KINNETZ. (First homework grade)
I have read the attached information for Spanish class and I understand what is explained here and I agree to follow these expectations to the best of my ability.

Student’s name (Print)  ________________________________________________

Student’s signature   __________________________________________________

Date _____________________________________________________________

*****************************************************

I have read the attached information for Spanish class and I understand that my child is responsible to follow these expectations to the best of his/her ability.

Parent/Guardian name (Print) ___________________________________________

Parent/Guardian signature   _____________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Email Address: ______________________________________






(Please print clearly)

Date _____________________________________________________________
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Comments/Questions:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
