UNIT OVERVIEW

READING

UNIT 1

Thematic Unit focusing upon…

“Change is a part of life.”

*How have you changed from when you were a baby?

*How do people change over time but still keep the same interests and values?

*How can one person affect another?

Materials:

Island Boy by Barbara Cooney

My Great-Aunt Arizona by Gloria Houston

Uncle Jed’s Barbershop by Margaret Mitchell

Grandfather’s Journey by Allen Say

Maisie by Alice Schertle

Now Let Me Fly by Johnson

Yonder by Johnson

Introduce theme by asking students to bring in picture of themselves as a baby.  The teacher will scan them and show the class as the students try to guess who is who. The teacher will use this exercise to help student brainstorm the idea that change is a part of life, but why do we keep some of our same interests and values as we get older. 
Day 1:

Read aloud My Great-Aunt Arizona, the most straightforward of the group.  

Children will listen to how Arizona loved to read, sing, and dance as a child in the Blue Ridge Mountains; how she had left school to care for her father and younger brother after her mother died; how she had finally become a teacher, married, had a daughter, and continued teaching in a one-room school for 57 years. 
Children then discuss what she had taught her young pupils and how she was remembered by them all their lives. 
Children will write what they would teach children if they were teachers.  

Children will begin a chart that would be used throughout the unit.  The chart will show three columns.  On the left-most column, the character’s name, the middle “What stayed the same” and the right “Changed.”  The children will add aspects of the character’s life that stayed the same and list aspects that did not.

Day 2:

Introduce the book Island Boy to the students. 

Ask children to look at the cover and title to predict what the story will be about. What can they tell about the little boy.  Explore the book’s appearance and title before reading. 

Students explore the story and then ad Mathias to their three-columned chart.

Students will begin to create a mini-album showing things they enjoy.  They can draw themselves and then post the pictures in the albums with captions explaining what is happening.  They can refer to their baby pictures for ideas. 

Day 3:
Students will make predictions based on the cover of the book about to be read.  The class will be reading Grandfather’s Journey.

Guide the students through the book carefully looking at illustrations and comparing the photo of the grandfather in the beginning and the matching photo at the end. 

The students add this character to the chart. 

Students discuss “getting to know someone better.” What does it mean? How would one do it?

Students will select an adult to interview to ask that person what has stayed the same about them and their lives and what has changed.  They discuss how to interview and take notes and then practice by interviewing each other. 

Day 4:

The students shall have their notes from their interview of an adult.  

Students receive a blank same/change chart of their own. Each child gives the name of the person interviewed and tells what information was gathered.  Each child reads over the chart he/she creates and then makes generalizations about change in people’s lives. 

Day 5:

The teacher reads Maisie to the students.  

Children should note the change in clothing styles represented in the book and talk about their own family celebrations.  

Add Maisie to the chart. 

Children will be asked to compare Maisie to Arizona and Mathias.  Which other character is she most like.  Students can use a graphic to organize their thoughts. 

Day 6: 
The teacher reads Uncle Jed’s Barbershop to the class. 

The students tell what they think the last line about dreaming means and then describe some of their own dreams.  Many students may be surprised by the descriptions and segregation in the book, and they may want to talk about basic civil rights.  
Students will add photos to their album to show what they would like to see themselves doing in the future. 

They add Jed to the chart.

Day 7:

Students will look at the completed chart and make generalizations about how these characters both changed and stayed the same over a lifetime.  They look at the illustrations in each book to see how the artists have portrayed the changes.  They discuss how each of the characters influences other people.  

Teacher suggests that is these five characters were to meet? They would probably have much to talk about.  Have the students role-play in groups of five, with each child in a group playing being a different character.  Before grouping in their own groups, each set of characters can group together to read through the book one more time. 

They should make a name tag for themselves.  When in groups the children introduce themselves and ask each other questions about their lives. Other prompts can be: tell something special about themselves and tell each other about their grandchildren.

ASSESSMENT:  Test
Teacher chooses a book that focuses upon the same theme and asks children to read it on their own.

Assess on:

Prediction based on cover and title – explanation with support (format graded not prediction)

Identify main character.

Create a change/stayed the same chart based on main character.

Compare/contrast the new main character to one other main character from the books previously read in class. 

Explore the statement: “Change is a part of life” using supporting detail from the story you have just read. 
