UNIT OVERVIEW

The Use of Dogs in Literature

Shiloh (video)

The Call of the Wild (video)

Because of Winn Dixie (book)

Old Yeller (book)

OBJECTIVE – The purpose of this lesson is to understand…

· all dogs belong to the same species, Canine familiaris.

· that within this species are approximately 400 different breeds.

· individual breeds share certain physical and behavioral characteristics.

· breeds differ quite widely from others.

· how these different characteristics are useful in literature

· how dogs are used in literature

MATERIALS – You will need…

· use of internet

· Shiloh video

· The Call of the Wild video

· Because of Winn Dixie book

· Old Yeller book

PROCEDURE – Part One - Introduction
1.  The teacher will ask students how many have dogs, have had dogs, or know someone who has a dog.  Most students will be able to raise their hands.  Students will be asked if they know what the scientific name for a dog is…canine familiaris.  Teacher will talk briefly about the domestication of dogs and how popular they are in the United States.
2. The teacher will assemble students in groups of four.  Students will be given three minutes to brainstorm a list of dogs that are characters in books, short stories, tv shows, or movies. 

3. The students will total their lists and the group with the most will read the list aloud while the teacher writes the names.  Once written the class will discuss the list and add any additional names noted by other groups.

4.  Once the list of characters has been written, students will try to identify each dog’s breed, which will also be written next to the character’s name.

5.  Ask students to think for a moment whether or not they think the dogs are portrayed realistically? Discuss answers.  Students will take a character from the list that they are familiar with and do research on that breed of dog.  Students will then create a Venn diagram using the research that will compare the characteristics and traits of the real breed to the character dog.  Are they very similar or very different?


* Do the on-screen dogs accurately represent their breed?


* Do they have appropriate personalities?


* Do their roles on screen or in literature reflect their real-world traits?


* Are their physical appearances representative?

6.  Students will compare their Venn diagrams with a partner.  

7.  Teacher will bring class back together by asking the class why they believe dogs are used in literature and film.  


* easy to train (make good actors)


* relate to opening question – who has dogs…etc.  People can relate.

PROCEDURE – Part Two – Video
1.  Students will view two videos.  The first is Shiloh.  Students will be required to take notes on the video and examine the relationship between the boy and Shiloh.
2.  The second video is The Call of the Wild.  Students will be required to take notes on the video and try to identify the transformation of Buck’s character in the film.

3.  After seeing each video, the students will complete the video worksheet that will help them focus on the use of dogs in literature/video.

PROCEDURE – Part Three – Books

1.  Students will be divided into two reading groups.  One group will read Because of Winn-Dixie and the other Old Yeller. 


* Because of Winn-Dixie – lower level reading


* Old Yeller – on grade to upper level reading

2.  Each group will be given a reading assignment and a general unit question to complete relating to their book. 



* see general unit question sheet



* see reading assignment sheet

3.  Period quizzes will also be given relating to the reading.

4.  Students will form discussion groups in which they will discuss the assigned pages of their book.

