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Dear Students and Parents,

Welcome to chorus! I am excited that your student has shown an interest in singing with us. Chorus is a chance for students to work on vocal technique, music reading, and singing in an ensemble. We cover a great deal of material in a small number of rehearsals, and it is very important that students be ready to work hard during chorus practices. When everyone gives their best effort, we will not only sound wonderful, but we will also have a lot of fun!


Please read over the following information carefully. If you want to join the chorus, please sign and return the contract and return it to the music room by Friday, September 30th.

Thank you for your support! I look forward to a great year and to singing with your child! 

Miss Kayla Walruth

Vocal Music, Room 201

739-6373 Ext. 5201

kwalruth@horseheadsdistrict.com
Rehearsals

Chorus is for students who are interested in singing. Chorus rehearses on DAY 2 or Day 5 from 9:15-9:45 am. Mrs. Aepelbacher and Mrs. Schiefen’s classes will have chorus on Day 2 and Ms. Hunt and Mrs. Kilmer will have chorus on Day 5. Our first two rehearsals will be trail rehearsals for everyone in the fourth grade. Students who return their signed contracts before the deadline will begin rehearsal the following day 2 or 5.  Students may be in chorus AND band or orchestra and will not miss any instructional time. 

During rehearsals, students are expected to follow the rules of the music classroom. These are:

1. Follow Directions

2. Think and Try Your Best

3. Respect Yourself and Others

4. Make Music and Have Fun

These rules are designed to create the most productive learning environment for all students. If a student chooses not to follow these rules, the consequences are:

1. The teacher will give one warning.

2. If the student continues to act inappropriately, he or she will be sent back to the classroom with an assignment. In order for the student to return to chorus, the assignment must be completed and signed by a parent or guardian.
3. If the student acts inappropriately a third time, he or she will be sent to the office and will have a meeting with Miss Walruth and Mrs. Scaptura before returning to chorus. Parents will also be notified.  

4. After returning to chorus, if the student needs to be removed again, the removal will be permanent. 

Chorus is a privilege, and there are many students who want to work hard and perform well. All students must earn the right to participate with their continued best effort.  

Performances


Through the year, we only have a few opportunities to show off our hard work and talent. Therefore, it is very important that every member of the chorus attend every performance. By insisting that all students attend, we are encouraging responsibility and demonstrating that we believe in the importance of commitments.

Of course, emergencies do happen.  If an urgent situation prevents your student from attending a performance, please inform Miss Walruth in writing as soon as possible, before or immediately after the concert.


Please mark your calendar with the following dates:



· Winter Concert 
    Thursday,  December 7th
7 pm     Big Flats Gym
· Spring Concert
    Wednesday, May 17th
7 pm     High School
What to Wear

After much consideration, the music department at Big Flats has decided to apply a dress code for evening concerts. We felt that the Big Flats performing groups are playing and singing so well that we want to look as good as we sound. Not only will the dress code make us look more professional, but hopefully it will also simplify everyone’s lives a little bit!



For Boys:



White shirt



Black pants



Dark shoes and socks


For Girls:



White shirt or blouse



Black pants or skirt (skirts must be knee-length or longer)



Dark shoes (please no flip-flops)

If there are any problems with this dress code, or if you need help with finding or buying the clothes, please let Miss Walruth know.  
Please sign and return THIS PAGE ONLY by Friday, September 30th  
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
Chorus Contract

· We have read and we understand all the information in the chorus handbook.

· We plan to attend all of the concerts and will have written the dates on our calendar. 
· We want to participate in chorus and we are ready to work hard and have fun!

Student name (print as you want it to appear on the program)

 Who is your teacher? (circle one):

Mrs. Schiefen

Mrs. Kilmer

Ms. Hunt
Mrs. Aepelbacher 
Student signature_____________________________
Date________________

Parent signature______________________________
Date________________
